
FRUITA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

January 2011                              

www.fruitaumc.org   

 

 

 

 

 

January 2012 
 
 

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȦ  7ÅȭÖÅ ÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÆÒÏÓÔÉÎÇȟ 
×ÒÁÐÐÉÎÇȣÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÎÄ ) ÐÒÁÙ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
leave anything out!  Sometimes we get so caught up in the decorations, parties and presents 
that we miss the real Christmas. 
 
Which reminds me of story - ÏÎÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ ȰËÅÅÐÅÒÓȱ ÆÉÌÅ ɀ around the topic of Christmas.  Let 
me share it: 

There was a little boy who had always wanted to go to a circus. One day he was walking 
down the street when he saw a poster in a store window. The poster said that a circus 
was coming to town and that a ticket to the circus cost one dollar. The boy ran home and 
asked his father if he would give him a dollar to go to the circus on Saturday. 

His father told him that if he would work hard and get all of his chores done, he would 
give him a dollar to go to the circus. Saturday morning came and the boy got up early 
and did all of his chores. 

"I have all of my chores done," the boy told his dad. 

The boy's father gave him a dollar and the boy headed into town filled with excitement 
about seeing wild animals, trapeze artists, and all of the things that come with a circus. 
Since he arrived in town so early, he was on the front row when the circus parade started 
down the main street of town. The boy was thrilled when the animals and other circus 
acts paraded by. 

At the end of the parade came the clowns and following the clowns was the ringmaster. 
When the ringmaster passed by where he was standing, the boy ran out into the street, 
took his folded dollar bill from his pocket, and handed it to the ringmaster. 

http://www.umc.org/atf/cf/{DB6A45E4-C446-4248-82C8-E131B6424741}/cross_and_flame_color.jpg


"Thanks," mister, said the boy, "that was a great circus." Then he turned around and 
walked home. He never knew what he had missed. He thought he had been to the circus, 
but he had only been to the parade. 

If we are not careful, we can be like that little boy. We can get so caught up in the celebration, 
the decorations, and the gifts that we miss the real Christmas -- the birthday of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ɀ rather than giving up something consider 
4!+).' 50 ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȣÁÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÁÓ Á ÄÁÉÌÙ "ÉÂÌÅ ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ɉÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 2ÏÏÍ 
devotional) and enriching your understanding of the real Christmas Gift from God.  We will 
have different opportunities in 2012 to learn together but keeping ourselves focused on the 
life, teachings and examples of Jesus  - ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÁÒÁÄÅȱ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÁÔ 
Christmas.   

The New Year is exciting to me ɀ fresh calendar pages and new things to try and accomplish.  
)ȭÍ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ ÉÎ Á ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȢ  7Å ÍÉÇÈÔ ALL 
get a little education through the process.  I also want to grow with each of you as we 
accomplish goals and growth in the Vital Congregation process that the Bishop is encouraging 
ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ  )ȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕȣ×ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÕÓ ÔÒÙ ÏÒ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ɀ 
spiritually AND in numbers?  Let me know.  The possibilities are endless and nothing is 
IMPOSSIBLE with God.   

 
 
 
 

5ÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÅȣ 

ȣ!ÂÉÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ (ÉÍȟ 
Pastor Dea 
pastordea@skybeam.com 
c) 970-274-6732 
 

 

 

 

Trustees 
Trustees are proceeding with the stairlift installation. Brochures are on display at table in sanctuaryfor 
both the stairlift and proposed new wheel chair lift. We will be posting a fund raising meter to show 
progress.  As of January 1

st
 we already have $5,000!! Other new additions we are looking forward to are 

a new wider sidewalk from the new section @ East back door to the city walk way, new sidewalk area 
under the new front lift . This new work will require additional updates to the irrigation system to better 
maintain our lawns / landscaping. The new wider walk will also include a new wider gate to allow easier 

mailto:pastordea@skybeam.com


transition to back door and stairlift.  Other updates: cleaning, restaining of wood work through out is in 
progress, and plumbing in mens room down stairs repaired.  
Repairs at the parsonage, to include replacing damaged patio door. Attempt to improve the heating of the 
house,  
If anyone has questions, contact me or any of the other trustees.  
Nick Calhoun, Trustee chairman 

 
 
 

Fruita United Methodist Women  

Fruita United Methodist Women held their Christmas party on December 6th. Brian Gregor was 

back in our midst playing Christmas favorites on his guitar. UMW provided a ham and members 

brought a wonderful array of side dishes and desserts. 2012 officers installation was held and 

UMW members brought useful presents to the church.  

 

Upcoming News: 

Potluck-Meeting -Program 

Fellowship Hall 6:00pm 

Monday Jan. 2 

Monday Feb. 6 

Monday Mar. 5 

Be our guest, all women welcome! Check us out! A social group dedicated to 

spiritual growth and mission. 

Submitted by: 

Debra Harvey 

President 

970.213.8038 

 

 

 

 

 



Calling ALL  

to help with worship  

in the New Year!  

Please see the sign up sheet  

on the bulletin board  

at the back of the sanctuary  

to sign up for:  

¶ Being a GREETER ð we need hospitality at both the East and 

West doors to hand out bulletins and be the first friendly 

face at Fruita UMC that greets everyone on the Sunday 

youõve signed up. 

¶ Being a READER/LITURGIST ð to read Scripture (passage is 

provided before  Sunday morning) and help in other ways as 

needed in Worship  

You will be a blessing  

to the rest of the congregation  

as you become involved throughout 2012!  

Thank you!  



 

Thank you to the Nurture Committee for the lovely Bibles given to our youth.  

Pictured above are Alexis Moss and Katea Erikson in the back and Sean Carter, 

Colby Paulson, Kendra Paulson, Rebekah Borg and Brittany and Kaylee Moscetti.   

Sorry if I misspelled anyoneΩs name ! 

 

 

 

McCurdy School and Labels for Education 

 As a national mission institution related to the General Board of Global Ministries of the 

United Methodist Church, McCurdy School is committed to providing a quality education in a 

Christ-Centered environment. Since McCurdy School was founded in 1912, the school has been 

recognized as an outstanding school in Northern New Mexico. It was the first school of any type 

in the Espanola Valley educating students before public education came to Espanola. McCurdy 



is accredited by NCA and by the University Senate of the United Methodist Church. McCurdy 

serves students from pre-school through high school. Their students come from Espanola and 

surrounding communities.  Approximately 300 young men and women make up the student 

body.  

 One way for us to be a partner in the McCurdy Mission is to participate in the Education 

Label /Redemption Program. In the past two years McCurdy has redeemed three million points 

with Campbells labels people have sent them. In doing so, McCurdy School was blessed with 

two new Dodge Minivans for their transportation fleet. This is a good example of how 

important these programs are to the McCurdy operation and overall budget.  

 Box Tops for Education is another way we can help McCurdy earn money by cutting out 

qualifying box tops and sending them in. Box Tops has helped America's schools earn over $200 

million since 1996. With your help, McCurdy can earn up to $60,000 every year through Box 

Tops. 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά[ŀōŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  5ƻƴŀǘŜŘ 

labels were sent to McCurdy school on the 19th of December.  We started collecting labels again 

to be sent in December of 2012.  There are many products that carry the Labels for Education 

including Campbells, Prego, Pop Secret, V8, BIC,  Post cereals, Pepperidge Farm, Pace, Glad, 

Swanson and recently magazines like People, Real Simple and Time have been added to the 

partners list. 

 Please collect your labels and help us help this most deserving mission school. 

 

 

 

Chix with Stix/Prayer Shawl Ministry  

 
We will not have a meeting in December, as Michele and I are trying to get our own Christmas presents 

done at this time. We will, however, start up with rene wed vigor in January on the 3rd Sunday and 
possibly the 5th Sunday, if there is enough interest.  

So get your yarn, hooks/needles and patterns ready. Come in if you want to learn to knit or crochet. 

Bring in a project that has just been sitting in that bask et nagging you to "get me finished." We will help 



you however we can. If you let me know a little ahead of time, I can bring in some suggested patterns 

for you to work on.  
Those of you that quilt, do needlework, cross -stitch or craft can bring you projects , too. We have tried 

our hands at most of them and love to see what you are working on and may be able to help if you are 
stuck. 

See you in January! Judy Van Dahm and Michele Potter 

 

News from the Pews  
 

Thank you, so much, to everyone for all of your contributions to the Toy Drive this year! It was 

another very successful year, serving 9 families and 28 kids from the Loma/Fruita area. A great big 
thanks to my helpers, I couldn't have done it without all of you!! 
Also - we can use your help getting a jump start on next year! If you are out shopping the After 
Christmas sales, we could use gift bags of all sizes, from the smallest (good for gift cards) to the biggest 
ones (to hold all the gifts for the family). The most used are the medium-sized bags, but all are useful at 
some point. I know the bags are expensive, so help us take advantage of those sales! 
Again, thank you to everyone!! This is a wonderful ministry, and it is all thanks to you!! Michele Potter 

 

While youõre cleaning out the drawer for the box tops donõt forget 

the pop can tops that Cathy Moscrip collects for Ronald McDonald 

House. Thank you Cathy!   

And would you please consider, as youõre taking down the décor in 

your homes  that if you have òwish listó items that you havenõt used 

or wonõt be using again that we could have them at the church for 

next yearõs decoration. 

PASTORõS WISH LIST:  

¶ Garland, green wreaths, large red ribbons for the exterior stairs, sign, 

etc.  

¶ If you have a question as to whether we could use it woul d you please 

email or call to ask me?  

 



 

Singing to a full house on December 17th was the Lower Valley Community 

Chorus which represents five churches including our very own Fruita United 

Methodist Church.  Directed by Beth Rutter and accompanied by Norma 

Hickox.   Great job choir. 

 

Upcoming Seminar: Are you looking for a new way to view food? Consider Food as 

Medicine, an upcoming seminar.Food selection is more than following a particular diet or reading an 

organic label. The right foods are the foundation of our well being, deeply enhancing health and vitality. 

We will look at foods for certain health goals, for your individual constitution, for seasons, and how to 

read labels. Discover safe and affordable ways to care for you and your family through nutrition and 

naturopathic medicine.Come join Christopher Lepisto ND, January 16, Monday, at 

Redlands United Methodist Church (527 Village Way by Broadway 

Elementary), 7-8 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a stimulating exchange on your body's 

health.Dr. Lepisto graduated as a Naturopathic Doctor (ND) from Bastyr University in Seattle, 

Washington. He is a native of Grand Junction and opened his downtown practice here in 2004. 

Previously, Dr. Lepisto lived and worked in New Zealand, where he developed his special interest in 

indigenous herbal medicines. 



 

Office help 

Pastor Dea is in the church office on Saturday & Monday. It is staffed by volunteers on Wed, Thurs and 

Fridays from 10 to 12. Sometimes there are special projects that need to be done and it would be 

helpful to have some names and numbers of those who are willing to come in for just such a project. 

Such projects could be stuffing envelopes, or addressing and stamping envelopes, or copying, or cutting, 

for example.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƘŜƭǇ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴ ƪƴƻǿΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘΥ 

mombones@bresnan.net, but a phone call/leave a message is OK, too, be sure to leave your number.  

Kitchen, Pantry & Refrigerator 

Please, everyone claim your dishes left after you have so graciously brought food for an event. They pile 

up in a corner in the kitchen and no one knows whose is whose. If they sit too long they either will be 

taken to the Thrift Shop or the garbage can! Please collect your dishes! 

Stuff in the refrigerator: If you bring sometƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ 

ƘƻƳŜΦΦ όǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳΣ ǎŀƭŀŘ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ƪŜǘŎƘǳǇΣ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘΣ ŜǘŎύΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘΗ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ όƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΗύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŀōŜƭ it and then 

remove it after that event. Some things in there need to be thrown out, and will be if they are not 

claimed very soon. If there are items that are expressly for the Youth Group, please label them as such. 

Freezer: Same as refrigerator 

Pantry: tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘǊȅΧƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƧŀǊ ƻŦ ǇŜŀƴǳǘ ōǳǘǘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

packages of taco shells. Same as the refrigerator, take it home after the event. The pantry is not a 

άŎƭƻǎŜǘΣέ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻȅǎΦ  

If you clean out a cupboard and find things you do not need, please do not bring them to the church.  

Please do not leave dirty dishes for someone else to clean up. Take dishcloths and towels home to wash 

and dry and return. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

https://casarray.mesa.k12.co.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd743f3c97f14caf9a724b0a998c5299&URL=mailto%3amombones%40bresnan.net


GIRL SCOUTS 

Congratulations to Kaete Erickson and Alexis Moss who both earned their Girl Scout Silver award, the 

highest award in Girl Scouting for their age level. Way to go, girls!!!! 

Anyone who was a Girl Scout (Daisy, Brownie, Junior, Intermediate, Cadette, or Senior) as a child and 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƻ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎƻΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ŀƭǳƳƴƛ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƛǊƭ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΩǎ мллth ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǳƳƴƛ 

card, just your name & address is all L ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƛƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ  

 

н ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ /ŀŘŜ .ŜŀǊ όLΩƳ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΗύ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ 

just said that Cade is a family friend and that the mom Lisa Hamilton needs our prayers 

 

 

         Pastor Deanne Sharp  Sermons  

Fruita United Methodist Church  
January 2012  

January 1 ~ Epiphany Sunday 
 Service with Holy Communion  

ά5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ hǳǊ hǿƴ DƛŦǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-ŎƘƛƭŘέ 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 8 ~ Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 
ά! DƻƻŘ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ 
Acts 19:1-7 and Mark 1:4-11 
 
 
 



January 15 ~ 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Human Relations Sunday 
ά²Ƙƻ Lǎ Lǘ CƻǊΚέ 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 and John 1:43-51 
 

January 22 ~ 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
άLƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅέ 
Mark 1:14-20 

 
January 29 ~ 4th Sunday of Epiphany 
 ά¢ƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ 
 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 and Mark 1:21-28 

 
 

 
 

 The newsletter gets better and better with  

YOUR contributions. 

What is your ministry or mission or committee doing?  The congregation should hear about it! 

Email articles to lauri.baker@d51schools.org 

or pastordea@skybeam.com 
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